
 

 
 
Bolsonaro has to respect Brazil’s constitution and attempts to subvert the rules of 
democracy are unacceptable 
 
 
 
Dear President of the European Commission Ms von der Leyen, 
Dear High Representative of the EU for Foreign Affairs Mr Borrell, 
  
In anticipation of Brazil’s general elections on 2 October 2022, we are writing to express our 
deep concern regarding systematic attacks on democratic institutions in Brazil. The Brazilian 
electronic voting system, in force since 1996 and regarded as safe and reliable, has been a 
target of repeated and unfounded attacks by President Jair Bolsonaro. On 18 July 2022, in a 
meeting with the diplomatic corps, President Bolsonaro stated that “the (electronic) system 
is completely vulnerable,” without presenting any evidence of fraud. This was not the first 
time that he has attempted to discredit the Brazilian electoral institutions. In June, he 
publicly promised to “go to war” if necessary to prevent a "stolen" election. And on 
September 19, less than a month before the ballot, he declared that the election would be 
rigged if he didn't win with 60% of the votes in the first round. We fear that he may impede 
a peaceful transfer of power if he loses. 
 
Threats, intimidation and political violence, including death threats against candidates, 
continue to increase online and offline. Since July, two PT supporters were murdered by 
Bolsonaristas, and death threats were made against Socialist candidate Guilherme Boulos. 
These acts create terror among the population and deter potential candidates from running 
for office. UN experts point out that these threats particularly target women, indigenous 
peoples, Afro-descendants and LGBTI persons and limit their opportunities for 
representation in decisions that affect them, perpetuating the devastating cycle of 
exclusion1. 
  
 
 
 

                                                 
1  https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/09/brazil-un-experts-call-peaceful-elections 
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Given the unprecedented threats to Brazil’s general elections, we urge you to take additional 
steps to make it unequivocally clear to President Bolsonaro and his administration that 
Brazil’s Constitution must be respected and that attempts to subvert the rules of democracy 
are unacceptable. It is also crucial to dissuade Brazil’s military leadership from any 
temptations to support a coup. At the present time, there will be no EU election observation 
mission to Brazil as there has been no invitation from the Brazilian authorities in charge of 
the elections. We do, however, urge the EU’s delegation in Brazil as well as the EEAS as a 
whole to monitor the situation closely and support the Brazilian institutions and civil society 
organizations defending democracy. The EU should state that it will use different levers, 
including trade, to defend Brazil’s democracy and human rights.   
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